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CITY OF 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS 
 

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  •  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN  49506 

(616) 940-4817                      www.eastgr.org 

 

 

Administrative Hearing with Applicant September 1, 2020, 7:00am 

750 Lakeside Drive-Room 107 

 

Attendees:   

 

City of East Grand Rapids: Interim City Manager/Director of Public Works-Doug La Fave, Zoning 

Administrator- Alek Mizikar, City Attorney-John Huff 

 

Applicant-Chaille Tower Consultants, LLC, on behalf of Verizon Wireless, LLC: Fred Low 

 

The City received public comment between August 28 and August 31, 2020 related to two waiver 

requests from the applicant, Chaille Tower Consultants, LLC on behalf of Verizon Wireless, with 

respect to their specific requests for relief from the 10 foot spacing requirement from driveways for 

co-locating on the existing Consumers Energy poles.  The specific locations of the request were VzW 

Site # 40832 (estimated 1487 Breton Rd) and VzW Site #40840 (estimated address 2446 Berwyck 

Rd). The narrow scope of the request was strictly to review utility pole locations pertaining to 

driveway spacing and not related to any other issue.  Public comment that was received did not 

pertain to co-location of the existing poles in relation to 10 foot spacing from driveways.    

 

Below are the questions from the City (black), responses from the applicant (red) and determination 

related to this request: 

 

Questions: 

 

1) The statutes governing small cell/5G deployment encourage co-location on existing pole 

infrastructure on both public or private utilities.  Are there any other co-location poles in 

either area for site #40832 (1487 Breton Rd) or #40840 (estimated address 2446 Berwyck Rd) 

that would work so as not to be within 10 feet of a residential driveway? 

 

Other existing utility poles in the area are not available for co-location for both sites noted.  

Consumers Energy will not approve co-location on existing electric utility poles that have 

primary power, transformers risers or mid-span poles (between two primary poles).  Co-

location is permitted by Consumers Energy on poles that have secondary power, with no 

communications or risers. 

 

 

2) What alternative sites would require pole/site locations if the proposed co-location sites were 

not potentially available? 

 

For site #40832 the only option would be a new pole north or south of the proposed existing 

co-location site, but this would require another waiver request because the new pole(s) would 

be located directly in front of homes (which is not permitted by Ordinance).  The alternative 

site would add another pole to this area and require that a waiver be granted for one of the 



 

locations in front of homes.  Locations outside of the immediate area will not provide service 

to customers. 

 

For site #40840 the only option would be a new pole east or west of the proposed existing co-

location site, but similar to the other site, would require another waiver request because the 

new pole(s)would be located directly in front of homes (which is not permitted by Ordinance). 

The alternative site would add another pole to this area and require that a waiver be granted 

for one of the locations in front of homes. Locations outside of the immediate area will not 

provide service to customers. 

 

 

3) Would alternative sites meet all standards for installation? 

 

No sites would meet all standards without the need for seeking additional waivers.  

Alternative sites for site #40832 and #40840 as noted would require the installation of another 

pole and a waiver for locations in front of homes. 

 

4) Would the applicant install at the alternative site locations in the immediate adjacent area if 

waivers are not granted? 

 

If denied the existing co-location sites a request would likely be made for waivers to install 

new poles in front of homes. 

 

 

5) Would alternative sites mean a net increase in utility poles in the general area? 

 

Yes. 

 

6) Would anything change regarding the existing co-location site poles other than the small 

cell/antenna installation on the poles that would impact the adjacent driveways that are within 

10 feet beyond what exists today and has existed in the past? 

 

No.  Only a Consumers Energy electric utility meter would be installed at five feet.  No other 

changes would impact locations on existing Consumers Energy poles. 

 

 

7) For site #40840-page E-1, why can’t the co-location work at the existing Consumers Energy 

pole across the street? 

 

This pole has a power riser and therefore is not available for co-location by Consumers 

Energy. 

 

8) What other companies have co-location pole sites that exist throughout the City that you have 

reviewed? 

 

The largest utility for co-location is Consumers Energy poles.  Other existing utility poles that 

are view for co-location are City traffic signal utility poles and light poles, AT&T 

communication poles and some Comcast poles. 

 

9) Were there any other co-location sites that did not meet the 10-foot driveway distance from 

your siting process? 

 



 

Yes.  There were five sites total Verizon was able to work with Consumers Energy to change 

co-location sites to conforming sites with three sites with the two sites up for consideration 

today remaining. 

 

 

Waiver Determination: Approved. 

 

The request for waivers for VzW Site # 40832 (estimated 1487 Breton Rd) and VzW Site #40840 

(estimated address 2446 Berwyck Rd) are approved by Doug La Fave representing the City of East 

Grand Rapids. 

 

The applicant provided responses as to why other potential co-location sites are not available or 

feasible for both site locations.  Further, the applicant provided that if the co-location waiver requests 

were not approved, alternative waiver requests would be sought which would require relief with 

respect to placement of new utility pole installations in front of homes.  No comment was received 

from the public with respect to concerns regarding any difficulties with the existing Consumers 

Energy poles other than concern that the poles would be taller than 40 feet (which they cannot 

exceed).  Most of the comments submitted pertained to RF concerns which are not relevant to this 

specific request and not something the City has the authority to regulate.  In order to minimize impact 

to adjacent residents and the general area, approval of the co-location waiver requests for both sites 

on the existing Consumers Energy poles has been approved. 
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